
Magnetic North: Sea Voyage to Svalbard 
(Wayfarer)

 Free Ebooks
 Jenna Butler

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/ZZXqV/Magnetic-North-Sea-Voyage-to-Svalbard-Wayfarer
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/ZZXqV/Magnetic-North-Sea-Voyage-to-Svalbard-Wayfarer
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/ZZXqV/Magnetic-North-Sea-Voyage-to-Svalbard-Wayfarer
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/ZZXqV/Magnetic-North-Sea-Voyage-to-Svalbard-Wayfarer
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/ZZXqV/Magnetic-North-Sea-Voyage-to-Svalbard-Wayfarer


“Windburned, eyes closed, this: beneath the keening of bergs, a deeper thresh of glaciers
calving, creaking with sun. Sound of earth, her bones, wide russet bowl of hips splaying open.
From these sere flanks, her desiccating body, what a sea change is born.”From the endangered
Canadian boreal forest to the environmentally threatened Svalbard archipelago off the coast of
Norway, Jenna Butler takes us on a sea voyage that connects continents and traces the impacts
of climate change on northern lands. With a conservationist, female gaze, she questions
explorer narratives and the mythic draw of the polar North. As a woman who cannot have
children, she writes out the internal friction of travelling in Svalbard during the fertile height of the
Arctic summer. Blending travelogue and poetic meditation on place, Jenna Butler draws readers
to the beauty and power of threatened landscapes, asking why some stories in recorded history
are privileged while others speak only from beneath the surface.

# 7 on Edmonton Non-Fiction Bestsellers list, August 16, 2018"Magnetic North is a beautiful
little book, full of moments of intense vision, but it's also another ecological warning, couched in
a poet's deep understanding of what she has seen & recorded in our now changing north.
Wholly engaging both emotionally & intellectually, it's one of those books that truly adds to our
understanding of the world we live in & continue to wound." [Full review at https://
eclecticruckus.wordpress.com/2018/09/28/jenna-butlers-visionary-voyage-into-the-
arctic/]―Douglas Barbour, Eclectic Ruckus"The remote island of Spitsbergen, on Norway's
northern Svalbard archipelago, provides the setting for Butler's evocative ruminations on the
harsh beauty at the edge of the world.... Butler's book is not a standard travel narrative; rather,
she wields poetic prose to describe a place that most humans will never visit. The result is highly
recommended for lovers of poetry and nature writing."―Publishers Weekly, starred review# 3 on
Edmonton Non-Fiction Bestsellers list, December 01, 2018# 1 on Edmonton Non-Fiction
Bestsellers list, January 13, 2019―Edmonton Non-Fiction Bestsellers"[Jenna Butler is an] acute
observer and a precise and cogent writer... [Hers] is a journey motivated by curiosity about the
north, and a longing for sights to be seen before they disappear forever. Her descriptions of
settlements scattered between mainland Norway and the Arctic Circle are evocative: her prose
is poetic, and her poems (interspersed in the text) are visual and concrete." [Full review at http://
canlit.ca/article/voyages-of-desire/]―Hilary Turner, Canadian Literature"an alternate view of the
grandeur of Arctic nature, the paradox of Russian mining settlements in an area under
Norwegian sovereignty, the critically endangered nature of the islands, how people respond to
the extreme environment and living conditions in the Arctic, and a deep personal reflection on
traveling to this part of the globe" Ingo Heidbrink, The Northern Mariner/Le marin du nord,
Vol.VIII, No. 4 [Full review at https://www.cnrs-scrn.org/northern_mariner/vol28/



tnm_28_br_385-438.pdf]―Ingo Heidbrink"Magnetic North is a delight, perfect for amateur
botanists, naturalists or simply admirers of Butler's astonishing gifts as a poet."―Shirley
RoburnThe ecologically-centered nonfiction vignettes are lyric, descriptive and brimming with
carefully curated sensory detail. This is an instantly likable, highly intelligent, and empathetic
narrator, one that we can trust from beginning to end.―Brenda Schmidt, poet"Jenna Butler takes
us to the Norwegian Arctic, providing the reader with starkly vivid, incisive, and memorable
images of its raw, unforgiving nature, the profound effects of what humans are doing to the
North, and the equally powerful effects on the author herself. Her writing is beautiful, spare,
inventive, and carved out of the experience with razor-sharp clarity."―Lorri Neilsen Glenn, award-
winning author, poet, editor, and teacher --This text refers to the paperback edition.ReviewThe
ecologically-centered nonfiction vignettes are lyric, descriptive and brimming with carefully
curated sensory detail. This is an instantly likable, highly intelligent, and empathetic narrator,
one that we can trust from beginning to end. (Brenda Schmidt, poet 2018-06-18)“Jenna Butler
takes us to the Norwegian Arctic, providing the reader with starkly vivid, incisive, and memorable
images of its raw, unforgiving nature, the profound effects of what humans are doing to the
North, and the equally powerful effects on the author herself. Her writing is beautiful, spare,
inventive, and carved out of the experience with razor-sharp clarity.” (Lorri Neilsen Glenn, award-
winning author, poet, editor, and teacher 2018-06-18) --This text refers to the paperback
edition.Book DescriptionA sea voyage connecting continents traces the impacts of climate
change on northern lands. --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the
AuthorBIOGRAPHY/IESJenna Butler is a poet, professor, essayist, and organic farmer from
northern Alberta. She teaches Creative Writing at Red Deer College. Her books include Seldom
Seen Road, Magnetic North, Wells, Aphelion, and an award-winning collection of ecological
essays, A Profession of Hope: Farming on the Edge of the Grizzly Trail. Her memoir, Revery: A
Year of Bees, was a finalist for the 2021 Governor General's Literary Award for Non-fiction. --This
text refers to the paperback edition.Read more

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/ZZXqV/Magnetic-North-Sea-Voyage-to-Svalbard-Wayfarer


Published byThe University of Alberta PressRing House 2Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G
2E1Copyright © 2018 Jenna ButlerLIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA CATALOGUING IN
PUBLICATIONButler, Jenna, 1980–, authorMagnetic north : sea voyage toSvalbard / Jenna
Butler.(Wayfarer)Issued in print and electronic formats.1. Butler, Jenna, 1980– —Travel—Norway
—Svalbard. 2. Ocean travel. 3. Climatic changes. 4. Feminism. 5. Svalbard (Norway)—
Description and travel. I. Title. II. Series: Wayfarer (Edmonton,
Alta.)G778.B882018919.8’1045C2018–902559–XC2018–902560–3First edition, first printing,
2018.First electronic edition, 2018.Digital conversion by Transforma Pvt. Ltd.Copyediting and
proofreading by Peter Midgley.Map by Wendy Johnson.All photographs by Jenna Butler.Cover
design by Alan Brownoff.All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written consent. Contact the University of
Alberta Press for further details.The University of Alberta Press supports copyright. Copyright
fuels creativity, encourages diverse voices, promotes free speech, and creates a vibrant culture.
Thank you for buying an authorized edition of this book and for complying with the copyright
laws by not reproducing, scanning, or distributing any part of it in any form without permission.
You are supporting writers and allowing the University of Alberta Press to continue to publish
books for every reader.The University of Alberta Press gratefully acknowledges the support
received for its publishing program from the Government of Canada, the Canada Council for the
Arts, and the Government of Alberta through the Alberta Media Fund.For Andrew Miller, Dana
Sachs, Rosalind Hudis, Susan K. Salzer, and Todd Wronski, with heartfelt thanks for our
Hawthornden spring.& for Thomas Lock, true north,who draws me home.The wild places that we
love to death are cowed by human tumult by day, but return to their true nature after
sundown.Darkness has become our last wilderness.—SID MARTY

ContentsThe JourneyLines Toward IcePyramidenOrnithomancyNightBoneThe Men at the Edge
of the WorldShe Becomes the OceanArctic by AirAfloatBarentsburgCuspPostcard from
SvalbardAt the FaceThreadsLeaving DaysSong to the BorealNotesAcknowledgements

The JourneyIN 2014, I held a position as writer in residence onboard an ice-class barquentine
sailing vessel in the Norwegian Arctic. For two weeks in mid June, over the summer solstice, my
colleagues and I sailed around the islands of Svalbard, investigating Spitsbergen’s bays and
fjords, its mining towns and whaling stations. During that time, we learned a little about the
routines and needs of a masted schooner, and we learned a great deal about the environmental
degradation taking place in the high Arctic because of climate change. From hundreds of feet
away, we observed glaciers calving through the long, bright nights of the Arctic summer. We
photographed locations where the glaciers had completely receded from the rock face for the



first time in recorded history. And we visited the ruins of whaling stations, the current mining town
of Barentsburg, and the ghost town of Pyramiden, curious about the ways in which humans had
coaxed a living from the rocky bays and inlets of the islands. Everywhere we looked, we saw
human intervention etched onto the land in the form of mine ruins, processing effluent, and piles
of whalebone, but we also saw the tight-knit, multi-ethnic town of Longyearbyen blinking its lights
over the harbour. Community strove to balance industry.The Arctic taught us a great deal over
the space of a few brief weeks. We learned what had drawn the first polar explorers to the island
and what continues to entice people to the modern settlement at the top of the world. Most of all,
we came to understand more clearly what had led us to pursue artistic work in such a remote
place, what called us to the uncanny Arctic landscape, and that we would all carry a piece of
Svalbard back home.Voyage of the Antigua, Spitsbergen, Svalbard, June 2014.

Lines Toward Icethe whole pageantryof the year wasawake tinglingnearthe edge of the sea—
WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS
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The book by Jenna Butler has a rating of  5 out of 3.0. 1 people have provided feedback.
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